
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, July 26th, 2018 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio, Mr. Barry 

and Mr. Guarino.  Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Rob Phillips, Planning Director. 

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 5/31/18 and 

Regular Meeting Minutes of 6/28/18; the minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. 

Berkmoes, second by Mr. Borowy with all in favor. 

 

A report from the Chair was next; Chair Miceli updated the committee on the Art for a 

Cause pollinator garden proposal for the Water Dept. property along Mill Street 

Extension/Linear Trail. Members of the Kelley School PTO have proposed an art 

installation/pollinator garden in the open grassy area adjacent to the trail; the Public 

Works Committee will be involved in the approval as the Linear Trail is under their 

purview and the plans show an ADA accessible connection. Water Dept. had some 

conditions that must be met as well. The proponents will appear before the P.W. 

Committee on August 1
st
 to present. Next, Chair Miceli will be writing a piece for 

Southington Magazine about the Fall referendum for open space purchases; the article 

should be out in October. As referenced at the last meeting, a maintenance schedule for 

open space parcels was developed by Mr. Lavallee and Annette Turnquist (Town 

Engineer). A breakdown of what maintenance activities are needed/performed at each of 

our holdings was produced in a spreadsheet format. Along the lines of maintenance, the 

Curtiss Parcel pond access was brought up; there are previously cleared areas that need 

attention, particularly along the Southern end of the pond. Mr. Lavallee will get some 

quotes for the work. Finally, the next trail clean up hosted by the Open Space Committee 

will be at the Korin Open Space off of Copper Ridge and should take place late 

Summer/early Fall.  

 

Discussion items were addressed next.  

 

Mr. Lavallee reported that he was approached by a Mr. Craig McPherson, Eagle Scout 

candidate. Mr. McPherson would like to reconstruct a foot bridge along the Red Trail out 

at Crescent Lake. The existing bridge is in disrepair and needs updating. Mr. McPherson 

showed the Committee his plans and spelled out his fundraising efforts thus far. Mr. 

Lavallee indicated that cedar would be the preferred material for the bridge given its 

resistance to rot. Mr. Chaplinsky and Mr. Berkmoes added that stainless steel would be 

best for fasteners. The bridge will be 32’ x 2’ wide. Wetlands approval will be next. 



Chair Miceli indicated that perhaps a visit to the Town Council would be appropriate to 

recognize Mr. McPherson’s efforts.  

 

A tour of historic open space holdings has been considered for inclusion of the Apple 

Harvest activities; members agree that this will be a good offering and Chair Miceli will 

contact Jen Clock from PZC to help coordinate (given Miss Clock’s previous 

involvement in the Town’s Historic Inventory Study). 

 

Another bridge project is likely forthcoming on the Novick Open Space parcel. The 

United Way was sponsoring a project and Lowe’s has agreed to help. Chair Miceli will 

follow up on the status of the project through the Lowe’s store manager. Additionally, the 

prospect of clearing pathways between the existing rows of apple trees there was 

considered. Chair Miceli asked Mr. Lavallee to get some quotes for brush hogging a 

small area. Marion Stannard from the VoAg at the high school will be consulted about 

the viability of existing orchard trees. Miss Stannard will be invited to the August Open 

Space meeting to ask about the logistics of the pollinator garden the Committee received 

a grant for on site. The VoAg may also be a source for plant material for the garden.  

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Berkmoes, second by Mr. Pocock with all in favor at 4:36 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 4:58 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all 

in favor at 4:59 pm.  

 

 

 


